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attempt of England and India to apply to a great Imperial
problem the principles of Swaraj, which is now universally
acknowledged to be the Indian goal."

LORD READING'S REPLY.

Lord Reading, responding, said he " did not know whether
any of them had ever attempted to balance on a tight-rope.
If they had they would sympathize with him. If they had
not they would not know the difficulties in front of him.
His Highness had spoken on subjects with which he was
afraid he could not deal. He knew His Highness too well
not to be thoroughly convinced that if he attempted to deal
with them he would be disappointed in him. He was a
Viceroy-designate, which meant that he had not yet been
born, but every day he was learning and thinking more of
the great mission on which he would proceed in a few days.
He wished he could discuss on the same broad lines of high
politics and statesmanship and idealism the subjects which
had just been referred to, but he had to exercise restraint
and must leave it to others if they were so minded to do so.
He was content to strive, so far as he could, to understand
the atmosphere in which he would soon be living. That
was no small effort, and when accomplished it was no
small matter. To understand the atmosphere meant to
understand the purposes, thoughts and ideals of the
people.

" During his life he had found that sympathy and under-
standing were even more important than was generally
supposed. It was lack of sympathy and understanding
which had led to the suspicion which was one of the causes
of the war. As he listened to the speech which had just
been made the thought had run through his mind that
if only we understood Indians better and they understood
us better, how much we should have been helped along the
broad road to which reference had been made. It ought
not to be so difficult, for it had been done in the past and
would be, he was sure, again. There were times when
there was a call upon the peoples of various countries